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1. Gallinz Wb of Recruits for Active Service

Contrary to previocus practice, postponements of active service are no
longer permitted by the military suthorities, in order to preserve the
present strength of formations. Exemptions from the customory two yeers
active service are not pexnitted even for ey porsonnel who have been
recomended by Netional Committees of general mensgers of plants, Militery
comitments are overruling econcmic and industriel prioritles. These facts
are comnon knowledge among the populace, which tekes them as preperations
for an aemergency.

2. Militer 1ghr

Since August 1948 troop novements have been carried out as inconspieuously
as possible toward the wostern borders of Bohemia, and billets are being
propared in these arems for the accommodetion of militery formations, In
Litomericoe, for instance, a former school house, oecupied by the SHB since
1945, had to be evacueted in July 1948, undor the pretext that it would be
occupied by Russien troops. It is believed that this rumor was purposely
spread among the population, Source thinks these billets will be used by
Cgoch troops. Similer thinge are taking place in other west Bochemian towns.
In addition, military barracks are being orected in Susice (SchBittenhofen,
N50/Q28) and other towne which have not hitherto had & military gerrison.

3. Gasoline Retioping

On 1 September 1948 the authorities radieally curtailed gaeoline and Diosel oil
coneumption without giving a publio explanation. S©neecial instructions were
iscued to the District National Cormittees, and specially nominated cormissions
-bogan to cancel driving permits for all typee of motor-driven vehicles except
tractors and motorcycles. Even cars for vhich tho permits were not revcked
rocelved only a neglipible gasocline ration. Those thet wore formerly sllowed
100 liters a month are now getting only 10 to 20 liters; motoreycles are
getting only 5 liters. The black —arket price of gmsoline irrediately jumped
from 14 Kes. to 50 to 6D Kes. per liter in October. I% ig believed that
gasoline consumption has been reduced 4o 8 or 10 percent of the totel consump-
tion before the resiriction came into force. Asked for the true rcasons for
this restriction, the Minister of Transport told Sourse that there are twos
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1) Rumania has stopped deliveries of cr;ude oil and is willing to supply

only refined gasoline only in small quantities; 2) the military acnministra-

tion has cleimed the pgreater part of all avallahle pasoline end is storing
it up for the event of an armed confliect, .
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